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Introduction

Who can Uniting for Ukraine help?

Ukrainian citizens (or their non-Ukrainian immediate family members: spouse or common law 
partner and unmarried child under 21) who are outside the US can be beneficiaries of this 
process if they:

This guide focuses 
on Step 1 but also 
previews the next 
steps.

USCIS has launched a streamlined process called Uniting for Ukraine for US-based people to 
sponsor or support Ukrainians fleeing the Russian invasion. Uniting for Ukraine provides a path 
for eligible Ukrainians who 1) have a suitable US supporter’s sponsorship and 2) can pass heath 
and security screenings to receive permission to travel to the United States and enter with 
parole, permission to stay in the United States temporarily for up to two years. 

• Resided in Ukraine immediately prior to the 
Russian invasion (until February 11, 2022) and 
were displaced as a result of the invasion

• Have a US supporter willing to file a Form I-134 
and sponsor them during their US stay

• Complete vaccinations and other public health 
requirements

• Clear biometric screening and security checks.

Adult Ukrainian citizens need a valid 
Ukrainian passport. (Children can be 
included on a parent’s valid passport.) 

Non-Ukrainian immediate family members 
as defined above should provide proof of 
their relationship to the Ukrainian national.

Children under 18 must travel with a 
parent or legal guardian. 

passport

What is the full process?

• Step 1: US-based supporters submit a Form I-134, Declaration of Financial           
Support, and evidence for each beneficiary through the Uniting for Ukraine portal.

• Step 2: USCIS invites beneficiary to confirm biographic information and complete and 
confirm proper vaccinations through their own USCIS account. 

• Step 3: Beneficiary receives travel authorization and makes his or her own travel plans 
to travel to the United States within a specific time period (usually 90 days). 

• Step 4: Upon arrival at a US port of entry such as an airport, Customs and Border 
Protection will inspect the beneficiary and, if approved, issue a parole of up to two 
years of temporary stay in the United States.

• Step 5: Beneficiary is now a parolee in the United States! Parolee may apply for work 
authorization. S/he must complete a tuberculosis screening within two weeks of arrival.

At this time, the Uniting for Ukraine process DOES NOT 
provide a direct or automatic path to a permanent legal 
status in the United States. 

https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine


Overview

• The process begins with the filing of a financial sponsorship form (I-134) online 
through the special Uniting for Ukraine portal. The I-134 form instructions are here.

This initial financial sponsorship step is designed to ensure that Ukrainians coming to 
the United States will have sufficient support (financial and practical) from at least one 
US-based person. There is no filing fee. (See here for Ukrainian language information.)

Supporters may be a US-based family member or another person who can 
provide direct support. If the tie between beneficiary and supporter/sponsor is 
not obvious, it may be helpful to explain their connection. Ukrainians cannot 
apply without a supporter. 

The supporter must be in the United States lawfully but does not need to be a 
US citizen or permanent resident. For example, supporters could have a 
nonimmigrant status or be in a period of authorized stay while waiting for 
adjustment or asylum, be a parolee, etc. A particular beneficiary can have 
multiple supporters.

In practice, you should look to the federal poverty guidelines and ensure that 
the amount of income and/or assets the you have available will put your 
current household plus any Ukrainian beneficiaries above 125% of the poverty 
guideline for that household size. 

For this form, the focus is on assets that the US supporter or Ukrainian 
beneficiary can convert into cash within the next year or so. Therefore, assets 
like US checking accounts or US homes are better than assets that may not be 
accessible or liquid (such as real estate in Ukraine, for example). 

Supporters will be responsible for providing for the beneficiaries they sponsor. 
Thus, the goal is to prove to the government that the sponsor can provide for 
the Ukrainian beneficiary’s food, shelter, and basic needs. This is an important 
responsibility because the beneficiaries will not be able to work immediately 
upon arrival in the United States and will not have access to public benefits.

https://www.uscis.gov/i-134
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/ednannya-zaradi-ukraini
https://www.uscis.gov/i-864p
https://www.aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/04fc28a4c7b3c1b55a11e0e825d19656/Guidelines-2022.xlsx


Steps for Filing This Application

• Sign in or create a USCIS account.

• Select I-134.

• Prepare the required responses and 
collect required financial evidence. 

• Answer the questions provided on the 
online form and upload evidence.

• Submit. 
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USCIS is providing a streamlined process for people wishing to support 
Ukrainians’ entry into the United States. As the US-based supporter, you will 
need to follow the steps for each Ukrainian national you want to sponsor. 

Unlike most USCIS immigration filings, an attorney cannot prepare this form for you. 
Save a copy of what you prepare and submit in case you need help. We recommend 
preparing answers to each question in a separate document first and then copying and 
pasting your responses into the online form. This allows you to retain a copy of your 
responses and prevent you from losing your work if there are any timeout or saving 
issues with the online USCIS system.



Creating and Accessing a 
USCIS Online Account



Signing In

• If you have ever filed for an immigration benefit 
for you or someone else, you may already have a 
USCIS online account. If so, log in with two-
factor authentication (you can skip to the next 
page for guidance on your next steps). 

• If you do not have a USCIS account or cannot log 
into an existing account, sign up for a new 
account. 

• We recommend using an email account you 
have consistent access to and check frequently. 

Enter your email. Then log into your email and find the USCIS 
confirmation message. Click to confirm the account, read and agree to 
terms, and set up a secure password (be sure to save this somewhere 
safe!).

Choose a two-step verification method—use an authentication app, 
get a text message, or get an email. You will get a code to your chosen 
verification method. Enter the code received in the secure verification 
code box on the USCIS website.

Log in again and provide answers to five security questions. Be sure to 
note these security answers and save the backup code for your 
account.

Then select login to a USCIS Service and choose 
applicant/petitioner/requestor as the account type to get started.
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https://myaccount.uscis.gov/


File a Form Online

Once you are properly logged into your account, select “File a form online” as 
below. 

Mobile Version

Returning to an application 
you started before and saved?

You will see any in progress applications when you log 
on. The system will save work in progress for 30 days. 
The date by which you must submit to avoid losing 
your work will be shown for each in-progress 
application when you log in. 

Select “I-134, Declaration of Financial Support” 
and click “Start form.” 

Currently, online I-134 filings are ONLY 
accepted for people seeking parole through 
Uniting for Ukraine. 

1
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Computer Version

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine


Best Practices
• Read through this guide before your start.
• Prepare your answers on a separate document first. 

• While the system usually saves automatically, sometimes users 
get an error like the one below. Don’t lose your hard work!

• Save all documents that you will upload as evidence or additional 
information in one folder on your computer to make uploading easy.

• When should you upload additional information? It is advisable to 
provide a signed letter and/or explain something in the additional 
evidence section if:

• Your finances are complex or there have been changes that are 
not obvious from the requested evidence. 

• You are the principal supporter but other people or an 
organization will be helping to sponsor the beneficiary.

• Your family relationship to the beneficiary is not clear or if you 
are not related. 

• Save a copy of what you submit for your own records.
• Check over your answers carefully before submitting.



Online Form 
Content



Supporter Identity

The following pages show screenshots of the questions you will need to 
answer in the online form. This will help you prepare your answers to the 
questions and then paste them into the form.

Tips

USCIS displays the 
sections of the online 
form on the left to help 
you track your progress 
through the form. The 
blue headings on each 
guide page correspond to 
those sections for easy 
navigation when you are 
logged into your USCIS 
account.

Answer to each question 
in a Word document first 
and then copy and paste 
your responses into the 
online form. Keeping a 
copy of your responses 
will prevent you from 
losing your work if there 
are any timeout issues 
with the online USCIS 
system.

Answer yes ONLY if someone is 
helping you to prepare the form 

or if you are working with an 
interpreter. If you answer “yes,” 
you may be required to provide 

and upload additional 
documentation. 

Please note If you are referring to 
this guide as you complete the 

online form yourself, you do NOT 
need to list Fragomen here.

If “yes,” provide all 
other names used. 

Include patronymics and 
any alternative spellings 

of your name, if 
applicable. 

Name of the individual agreeing to financially support 
the beneficiary

Getting Started 

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-name
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/getting-started/basis-for-filing


Supporter Contact Info

Provide your contact information 
where you can be reached by 
phone, email, and by mail in the 
United States. 

Include the email address that 
you check most often to avoid 
missing any time sensitive 
communications. 

Check for accuracy and correct 
any typing mistakes. USCIS may 
contact sponsors by email and/or 
send notices by mail. 

If you live where you receive 
mail, choose “yes.” 

If not, select “no” then 
enter your physical address 

as requested.

Contact information for the individual agreeing to financially support the beneficiary

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-contact


Supporter Birth Information

Contact information for the individual agreeing to financially 
support the beneficiary

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-contact


Immigration Status + Relationship

Select the response that best describes 
your connection to the Ukrainian 

beneficiary. 

In some cases, there are multiple choices 
that may apply. When possible, choose the 

most specific choice. 

If your family relationship is not listed, 
select other family member.

When applying as a family friend or as a 
relative whose specific relationship is not 

listed in the drop-down menu (such as 
cousin, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, etc.), 

you may want to upload as evidence a brief 
letter explaining your connection to the 

beneficiary. 

If you are a 
nonimmigrant, you will 
need to provide your 

Form I-94 Arrival-
Departure Record 

Number, which you 
can look up here.

You must be lawfully in 
the United States to 
sponsor. If you select 
“Other,” you will be 
asked to prove an 

explanation of your 
status.

Immigration information for the individual agreeing to financially support the beneficiary

*

*Only select if you were born in American Samoa or Swains Island.

If you are a naturalized 
US citizen or have filed 
for a US immigration 

status in the past, enter 
your A-number, if you 

have it. Otherwise, check 
the box.

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-immigration-information


Supporter Employment

If currently employed or 
self-employed, select 

this option and indicate 
your type of 

employment, your 
employer’s name, your 
title or profession, and 
your employer address.

Income information for the individual agreeing to financially support the beneficiary

If you select 
“other,” USCIS will 
ask you to provide 

a short 
explanation.

Ideally, supporters sponsoring Ukrainian beneficiaries will be employed and 
receive most of their earnings as income from their work because this is easiest 
for USCIS to understand. Those who are not employed may need to show a much 
higher level of savings or other assets to prove they can care for the Ukrainian 
beneficiary for a year or more. If your financial situation is unusual, you may 
consider preparing a signed letter that explains your finances simply (as in the 
sample below) along with any additional financial evidence as proof.

Sample explanatory letter

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am applying to sponsor my mother who is a Ukrainian national. In 
addition to the required financial evidence, I am including this letter to 
explain my finances. I began a new permanent job at Amazon in 
January 2022 and will thus earn $20,000 more than I earned last year 
in a different temporary part-time role. I am including my most recent 
paystub to show my year-to-date earnings. I also have over $5,000 in 
my savings account that I can apply toward my mother’s care and have 
uploaded a statement from that account as additional evidence.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-employment-information
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-IATFSB/IATFSB-employment-information


Supporter’s Financial Info

Add an entry for each 
person in your current 
household, including 

yourself, and any additional 
people you financially 

support who do not live 
with you (for example, an 
elderly parent in a long-

term care facility). 

Visit the USCIS website for 
more on calculating 

household size. 

Income information for the individual agreeing to financially support 
the beneficiary

For each entry, you will provide the following details:

As of writing, sponsors are not able to type 
“self” as directed nor to choose “self” in the 
provided dropdown menu. You can clarify in 

the additional information section.

https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees/additional-information-on-filing-a-fee-waiver#household_size
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-income-information


Sample Financial Info

Income information for the individual agreeing to financially support 
the beneficiary (continued)

Your entries will build a table that includes the name of each household 
member and person you support as shown in the sample below.

In this example, Andrea is 
the primary sponsor. She is 
married to Robert and has a 
minor son. Andrea intends 
to contribute $5,000 per 
year to her Ukrainian sister, 
while her spouse will 
provide $2,000 a year 
towards the sister’s care. 
Isaac is a child and will not 
make a financial 
contribution.

Because Andrea and her 
spouse work, only the 
couple’s minor son is a 

dependent.

Andrea should NOT include 
her Ukrainian sister who 

would be the beneficiary as 
a dependent!

Indicate the combined 
household income here. In 

this example, the 
Kovalenko couple jointly 
earns $52,000 per year.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-income-information


Additional Supporter Income Info

Additional income information for the individual agreeing to financially 
support the beneficiary

Sponsors must be able to 
answer this question 

truthfully as “no.” 

If you must select “yes,” 
you should identify another 

supporter.

A means-tested public benefit is one where the agency 
granting the benefit considers a person’s income and 
resources as sufficiently low to qualify for a program at the 
local, state, or federal level. Common examples include 
Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP or Food Stamps), Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF), and Supplemental Security Income (SSI). 
Visit this USCIS link for an explanation.

Because sponsors should show they have enough financial 
resources to support a Ukrainian beneficiary, qualifying for 
means-tested benefits may be viewed as a negative factor 
in considering an I-134. 

If you must select “yes,” you will need to indicate what 
amount comes from these benefits or consider identifying 
another sponsor.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-additional-income-information
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees/additional-information-on-filing-a-fee-waiver#meanstested


Supporter Contributions

Per the USCIS site, sponsors should be able to:

• Receive the beneficiary upon arrival in the United States and transport them to initial housing;
• Ensure that the beneficiary has safe, appropriate housing for the duration of their parole and have 

their basic necessities met;
• Help the beneficiary complete necessary paperwork such as applying for employment authorization

and Social Security card;
• Ensure that the beneficiary’s health care and medical needs are met for the duration of the parole; 

and
• Assist the beneficiary with accessing education, learning English, securing employment when they 

have authorization, and enrolling children in school, as applicable.

Parolees are not generally eligible for any public benefits. Consult the Amazon EAD guide for how 
to help beneficiaries who arrive to apply for their work authorization using the I-765.

Additional income information for the individual agreeing to financially 
support the beneficiary

Because Ukrainian beneficiaries 
will not be able to work 

immediately and are NOT currently 
eligible for any US benefits, 

sponsors should be prepared to 
answer this question as “yes” and 

explain.

SAMPLE:
I will pick my sister up from the airport and 
provide her with food, a guest room in my 

house, and her basic needs. I intend to give 
her at least $250 per month of spending 
money until she can get her work permit 

and a job of her own. I will also help her to 
enroll her young daughter (my niece) in the 
local public school. I will support her for the 

length of her stay in the United States or 
until she is able to fully support herself.

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://assets.aboutamazon.com/4e/2d/ce6b954f460a9c1a6a3132674b3f/ead-guide.pdf
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-additional-income-information


Supporter Assets

Assets of the individual agreeing to financially support the beneficiary

Add an entry for assets that you 
could convert to cash and use to 

care for the beneficiary. You do not 
need to list all assets: just enough 

to prove you can support the 
beneficiary or beneficiaries you are 

sponsoring for at least a year. 

Be prepared to submit proof of 
ownership and value for any assets 

that you, your spouse, or your 
household members or joint 

sponsors have that will be used to 
support the beneficiary.

For each entry, you will provide the following details:

Convertibility to cash 
is the most important 
factor in choosing 
what assets to list.

You may include the net value of a home as a real 
estate holding asset. The net value of a home is the 
appraised value of the home, minus the sum of all 
loans secured by a mortgage, trust deed, or other lien 
on the home. 

For example, if Andrea’s house is valued at $317, 900 
and she owes $200,000 on her mortgage, the net 
value of her home would be:

$317,900 - $200,000 = $117,900

If counting your home as an asset, you will include 
evidence to show you own the home, the home’s 
appraised value, and loan and mortgage information.

• The asset holder’s full name

• Type of asset (select from the dropdown 
menu as shown at left)

• Cash value in US dollars 

Personal property may include high value items 
such as computers, cars, or jewelry. We 
recommend you ONLY include personal property 
assets if your income and assets are relatively 
low. Do not overestimate the item’s net value 
because sponsors must substantiate the claimed 
net value.

When listing a car, you must show you have 
more than one car and you could keep for your 
own transportation needs. See I-134 instructions 
page 5.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-assets
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-134instr.pdf


Supporter Assets 

Assets of the individual agreeing to financially support the beneficiary

Each asset entry will be 
shown on a table as 
shown. 

However, you will need 
to manually calculate 
the total value amount 
of the accounts and 
assets in US dollars 
here by adding the 
value of each of the 
assets listed.

If “yes,” you will need 
to complete a table on 

the next page to 
indicate the names, 
dates of submission, 

and A-numbers (if 
applicable) of the 
people you have 

previously sponsored.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/IATFSB-financial-information/IATFSB-assets


Beneficiary Info

Beneficiary name

If “yes,” provide all other names used. 
Include any alternative spellings as a separate 
name. Include any spelling variations between 
Ukrainian and Russian languages, if applicable.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-beneficiary/beneficiary-name


Beneficiary Contact Info

You can enter international 
phone numbers here.

Beneficiary contact information

All beneficiaries MUST have an 
email address where they can 

be contacted directly. This 
should be the email account they 
check most frequently to ensure 

they receive all important 
notifications about this 

application.

If the beneficiary is in transit or 
displaced within Ukraine, put the 

most recent permanent 
Ukrainian address where they 

last resided. If the beneficiary is 
in a temporary location in 

another country, please list that 
temporary address.

Given the nature of events and 
the USCIS insistence on email 

communication, beneficiaries are 
unlikely to receive mailed 

correspondence. Thus, the 
mailing vs. physical address is 

unlikely to matter.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-beneficiary/beneficiary-contact-information


Beneficiary Birth Info

When and where beneficiary was born

Note that beneficiaries 
cannot be under 18 if 
traveling without parent 
or legal guardian.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-beneficiary/when-and-where-beneficiary-was-born


Other Beneficiary Info

Other information about the beneficiary

Your beneficiary will have an A-number only if 
he or she has ever applied for an immigration 
benefit in the United States. If beneficiaries 

have not applied for an immigration benefit or 
if the A-number is unknown, check the box.

Here you can indicate a “from” date that seems 
like a reasonable estimate of when your family 

member can travel (e.g. a few weeks from 
when you are filing out the form). For the “to” 

date, you can enter a date up to two years 
beyond that. You likely should not select “no 

end date.” 

If not a Ukrainian citizen, the beneficiary must (1) be an 
immediate family member of a Ukrainian citizen beneficiary 

of Uniting for Ukraine and (2)have a valid passport. 
Immediate family includes the spouse or common-law 

partner of a Ukrainian citizen and their unmarried children 
under the age of 21. See beneficiary explanation here.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/about-the-beneficiary/beneficiary-other-information
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine


Beneficiary Income Info

Beneficiary income information

Provide income details about the 
beneficiary and members of the 

beneficiary’s household. 

If beneficiaries’ income has been 
disrupted and/or the income 

earned is no longer accessible to 
them, add entries for the total 

number of people in the 
household or that rely on their 

support and enter income 
contribution of “0.”

Count the total family unit of the 
beneficiary and any additional 

people to whom the beneficiary 
provides financial support.

Estimate the total income the 
beneficiary’s household will 
provide. Keep in mind that 

Ukrainians will not initially be 
able to work in the United 

States, even remotely. If none, 
enter ”0.”

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/beneficiarys-financial-information/beneficiary-income-information


Beneficiary Income Info

Beneficiary additional income information

If “yes,” you will need to 
indicate what amount 

comes from illegal activity.

A means-tested public benefit in the United States is one where the agency granting 
the benefit considers a person’s income and resources as sufficiently low to qualify 
for a program at the local, state, or federal level. Visit this USCIS link for an 
explanation.

This is unlikely to apply to Ukrainian beneficiaries who, in most cases , have not lived 
in the United States and would not be eligible for such benefits anyway.

If you must select “yes,” you will need to indicate what amount comes from these 
benefits.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/beneficiarys-financial-information/beneficiary-additional-income-information
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees/additional-information-on-filing-a-fee-waiver#meanstested


Beneficiary Assets

Beneficiary assets

Only list assets that the 
beneficiary can access 

and convert to cash. For 
each asset you include, 

provide the asset holder’s 
full name, the type of 

asset, and the net cash 
value in US dollars.

If your beneficiary is 
unlikely to be able to 

access banks accounts or 
convert Ukrainian real 

estate holdings to cash, 
you can list the total 

amount as “0.”

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/beneficiarys-financial-information/beneficiary-assets


Evidence
All files uploaded as evidence must be clear and readable and meet 
the file requirements below.

• Use only accepted file formats: JPG, JPEG, PDF, TIF, or TIFF only

• If any documents are in a foreign language, upload a certified 
English translation and the foreign language original.

• Upload no more than five documents at a time in each evidence 
section. You can combine files if necessary.

• Use a clear naming convention to help USCIS understand the 
documents provided in each section.

• Limit file name characters to English letters, numbers, spaces, 
periods, hyphens, underscores, and parentheses

• Maximum size: 6MB per file

• If a non-Ukrainian beneficiary is an immediate family member, 
include documents of his or her connection to the Ukrainian 
national, such as a marriage or birth certificate.

Please do not use encrypted or password-protected files!



Evidence Overview

• In the evidence section, you will upload the various proof documents that show you 
can financially support the beneficiary. 

• We recommend collecting the evidence documents in a separate folder as shown 
to make uploading easy.

Bank Officer Statement

Employment Verification Letter

Proof of Supporter’s US Citizenship or Immigration Status

Income Tax Return

Bond List/Stock Statement

You will upload documents that prove 
you can financially support the 
beneficiary, including:

On each evidence segment, USCIS reminds you that:
As the person who agrees to financially support the beneficiary, 
you must show you have sufficient income or financial resources to 
support the beneficiary. Failure to provide evidence of sufficient 
income or financial resources may result in the denial of the 
foreign national's application for a visa or his or her removal from 
the United States.

You may include additional information, as needed

Proof of Supporter/s + Beneficiary’s Cash-Convertible Assets



Bank Officer + Employer Statements

Provide a statement from an officer of the bank or other 
financial institutions with deposits, identifying the following 
details:

• Date account opened

• Total amount deposited for the past year 

• Present balance

Some banks and credit unions allow you to request this 
electronically through their websites. Alternatively, you can 
request this statement in person at a local branch.

Bank Officer Statement

We recommend uploading 
evidence for all of the requested 
evidence categories that you can. 
• If you have multiple bank accounts but 

will use one (with sufficient funds in 
it) for supporting the beneficiary, you 
only need to provide a bank officer 
statement for that account.

For all evidence, you can upload evidence files by dragging files into the upload 
box OR by choosing a file on your computer.

Employment Verification Letter

Provide statement/s from your employer on business stationery or letterhead showing:

• Date and nature of employment

• Salary or wages paid

• Whether the position is temporary or permanent.

Amazon employees can obtain this letter through self-service on the Amazon portal or request 
the documentation from their supervisor.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/evidence/employer-statement


Evidence

Income Tax Return

Bond List/Stock Statement

Provide a copy of the last US federal income tax return you filed (tax transcript). 

Visit the IRS website for more information on requesting a transcript as needed. 

If you own bonds, provide a list containing the serial numbers and denominations of bonds and 
name of record owner(s). 

If you own stocks that you could cash that out to help support the beneficiary, you may also 
provide a stock statement. Note that, because the value of stocks can shift with the market, 
USCIS may consider this kind of evidence less certain.

If you do not own stocks or bonds or do not plan to use them to support the beneficiary, you 
may skip this.

Proof of Supporter’s US Citizenship or Immigration Status
Sponsors must upload a copy of documents proving their lawful status in the United States. 
Please upload one of the following items, depending on your status:

• US citizens or nationals: copy of the biographic data page of your US passport, copy of a 
birth certificate, certificate of naturalization or citizenship, OR consular report of birth 
abroad to US parents.

• Lawful permanent residents: copy of both sides of the Permanent Resident Card (Green 
Card) OR Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-551), OR an unexpired temporary Form I-
551 stamp in your foreign passport.

• Proof of lawful nonimmigrant status may include a copy of your Form I-94 Arrival Departure 
Record and/or a USCIS approval notice for your current status.

• Lawful permanent residents: copy of both sides of the Permanent Resident Card (Green 
Card) OR Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-551), OR an unexpired temporary Form I-
551 stamp in either a foreign passport or the DHS.

• Parolees should upload their DHS Form I-94 Arrival Departure Record and their foreign 
passport’s biographic page and page showing US parole stamp. 

• Asylees may show their stamped Form I-94 Arrival Departure Record showing the grant of 
asylum. Asylum seekers may show evidence of their pending asylum case, such as a copy of 
the I-589 receipt and a copy of both sides of their current work authorization document.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/evidence/bonds
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/transcript-types-and-ways-to-order-them
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/evidence/proof-of-immigration-status
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home


Proof of Assets

Per the USCIS online form:

Provide information about any assets you will use to support the beneficiary for the anticipated period 
of his or her stay. List only assets that can be converted into cash within 12 months and that will be 
used to support the beneficiary while the beneficiary is in the United States. Provide the value of all 
assets listed in US dollars, regardless of whether they are held in the United States or outside of the 
United States. Do not include assets from any individuals in the “Beneficiary’s Financial Information” 
section.

You may include the net value of a home as an asset. The net value of the home is the appraised value 
of the home, minus the sum of all loans secured by a mortgage, trust deed, or other lien on the home. 
If you include the net value of your home, then you must include documentation demonstrating that 
you own the home, a recent appraisal by a licensed appraiser, and evidence of the amount of all loans 
secured by a mortgage, trust deed, or other lien on the home.

You may not include the net value of an automobile unless you show that you have more than one 
automobile, and at least one automobile is not included as an asset.

Submit evidence of the value of your or your household members’ assets. Evidence must include the 
name of the asset holder, a description of the asset, proof of ownership, and the basis for the owner’s 
claim of its net cash value.

Proof of Supporter/s Assets

Use this section to upload documentation of additional, cash-convertible assets you and any household 
members would use to support the beneficiary. You do not need to list every asset of value you own!

We recommend including documentation about your house if you own a home or rental property where 
the beneficiary will stay or if your income is low. Only include excess cars or other high value assets if your 
household income is around 125% of the poverty level for your household size.

Beneficiary’s Accessible Assets
The same guidance above applies to the beneficiary. 

In this segment, USCIS requests uploaded information about any assets available to the beneficiary 
for the anticipated period of his or her stay. List only assets that can be converted into cash within 12 
months and that will be used to support the beneficiary while the beneficiary is in the United States. 
If the Ukrainian beneficiary’s assets are unavailable, inaccessible, cannot be converted to cash, or 
otherwise destroyed, you do not need to upload any documentation.

Note that additional supporters do 
not need to be a member of your 

household to help. See “Who Can be 
a Supporter for an Individual” for 

more on joint sponsorship.

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/evidence/proof-of-IATFSB-assets
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/evidence/proof-of-beneficiarys-assets


Additional Information

Additional Information
If you need to provide any additional information for any of your 
answers to the questions in this form, enter it into the space below. 
You should include the questions that you are referencing.
If you do not need to provide any additional information, you may 
leave this section blank.

You cannot upload 
additional documents 

here but can add as 
many additional 

responses as needed to 
clarify your answers to 
the form’s questions. 

You must indicate the 
sections and questions 

that your answers 
pertain to in order to 

type in the box. 



Check Your Work, Then Submit

Review Your Declaration

Any errors, alerts, 
or required 
information that 
is missing will be 
shown here for 
you to edit your 
response on that 
part of the form 
before 
submitting.

USCIS

https://my.uscis.gov/forms/declaration-of-financial-support/7189164/review-and-submit/review-your-declaration


Next Steps

Beneficiary Confirmation
+ Travel Authorization



You Submitted! Now What?

• You should receive an email from USCIS either approving your I-134 or 
requesting more information soon. Check your email, including the spam or 
junk folders, often for USCIS messages. and be sure to upload any additional 
information that USCIS requests as quickly as possible.

• If USCIS considers the supporter’s documents sufficient, USCIS will issue a 
confirm notice and invite the beneficiary to create an account and confirm 
their information. 

Uniting for Ukraine is new, and the processing times are not 
currently published.

Follow all directions 
carefully. Beneficiaries 

should pay special 
attention to who can 
complete the review 

for their fellow 
travelers.



Beneficiary Confirmations

• The beneficiary will receive instructions from USCIS for how to create their account.

• Then the beneficiary can log in and complete the actions shown in the dashboard 
and complete each task.

Beneficiary will 
review and confirm 

that the basic 
biographic 

information 
supporter provided, 

such as name, 
passport number, 

etc.

• Note that a COVID vaccine will be required with 
very limited exceptions, and the COVID vaccines 
most widely available in Ukraine may not work.

• If the beneficiary is outside of Ukraine in another 
European country and not yet vaccinated against 
COVID-19, check local guidance on how to get an 
approved COVID vaccine. Most EU countries have 
made the vaccine available without cost.

• We recommend that beneficiaries gather identity 
docs like passports, vaccination records, and birth 
certificates and have them translated, if necessary.

Beneficiary must 
confirm prior 

vaccination against 
measles, polio, and 

COVID-19. If not 
previously vaccinated, 
individuals will need 
to receive a first dose 
of required vaccines 

prior to obtaining 
travel authorization to 

come to the United 
States. 

Preview the vaccine 
attestation questions 

here.

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine-vaccine-attestation


Beneficiary Confirmations

• For step 3, beneficiaries will confirm that they understand that minors cannot travel 
without a parent or legal guardian and that parents and guardians must show proof 
of their relationship upon arrival.

• Every beneficiary will need to check each box (shown below) to indicate they 
understand this policy and then submit. 

• Step 4 allows beneficiaries to link their travel with other approved members of their 
family or group. This is optional. However, beneficiaries traveling with children under 
18 should list one another and be submitted at the same time.

Once the Ukrainian beneficiary completes all steps to confirm the information, they should 
check their answers and then submit. (Submitted answers cannot be changed.)

Then, the case will be further processed. 



Travel Authorization

• Beneficiaries who clear the next screening step will receive an email instructing them 
to check their USCIS account for the result of their authorization to travel. 

• If travel is authorized, they will receive a notice like the following with further 
instructions. Note that parole is not yet officially granted but will be sought from 
Customs and Border Patrol officers upon arrival at the airport or point of entry.

• Beneficiaries will have to plan their own flights and travel to the United States at 
their own expense.

• Typically, beneficiaries must travel within 90 days of their travel authorization. In 
some cases, this deadline for travel may be shorter, especially if a beneficiary’s 
Ukrainian passport is nearing expiration.

• With CBP’s inspection and approval upon arrival in the United States, the beneficiary 
will officially enter the United States as a parolee. See here for additional 
information.

Travel and Parole

https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine


Translation

• All documents in a foreign language must be accompanied by a 
certified English translation. 

• Include high-quality color copies of the original with the 
certified translation into English on top.

• A professional translator is not necessary, but the translator 
must certify and sign that he or she knows both English and 
the foreign language well enough to provide a faithful, correct 
translation. 

• Translators can certify their translations by modifying the 
following language and inserting it at the end of the translated 
document along with their signature and the date of the 
translation:

• For example, the following signed statement would properly 
certify a document’s translation:

I, [NAME], am fluent in the English and [INSERT LANGUAGE NAME] languages. I have made 
the above translation from a copy of the original document [“TITLE OR DESCRIPTION OF 

DOCUMENT”] in the [INSERT ORIGINAL LANGUAGE] language and hereby certify that it is a 
true and accurate translation to the best of my knowledge.

I, Mariya T. Rudakewych, am fluent in the English and Ukrainian languages. I 
have made the above translation from a copy of the original document 
“Ukrainian Birth Certificate of Alona Demko” in the Ukrainian language and 
hereby certify that it is a true and accurate translation to the best of my 
knowledge.

Date: May 7, 2022Mariya T. Rudakewych



Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ)



FAQ

Who can be a supporter/sponsor? Do I have to be a family member of the person I’m trying to sponsor?
The US government has placed almost no limits on who can sponsor Ukrainians, other than that the sponsor 
be lawfully present in the United States. When possible, family members should act as supporters, if only 
because the government will easily understand why that person would want to act as sponsor. 

The US government will be monitoring for potential fraud in the Uniting for Ukraine program. If the 
relationship between the sponsor and beneficiary is less direct—like a family friend or person who just 
wants to help Ukrainians generally—the supporter should likely include a letter explaining why the person 
wants to act as a sponsor and upload in the most relevant evidence section. It is unwise to use a single 
sponsor for more than 10 individuals to avoid raising concerns and suspicions about fraud or trafficking.

I’m not sure I have enough income to support the beneficiaries I want to bring. What can I do?
You have a few options if you are not sure that your income will support your current household plus the 
beneficiaries you want to bring here. First, you can include evidence regarding certain other high-value 
assets like computers, cars, etc., if they will be used to support the beneficiaries. Second, you can include a 
letter explaining the more practical help that you will be providing the beneficiaries, such as permitting 
them to stay in your home.

Third, you can consider getting a co-sponsor to help you support them. More than one sponsor can help a 
particular beneficiary. If you can find a friend or family member willing to help, you should plan to include a 
letter from them that includes the same sort of information you are uploading (e.g., documents to show US 
status and income/assets). Organizations in your area may also be willing to provide sponsorship and 
include a letter. See “Who Can be a Supporter for an Individual Under Uniting for Ukraine” for more 
detailed information. 

Will my family members need email to use the program? Can I still help my elderly family members?
USCIS requires an email for the beneficiary that does not match that of the sponsor. USCIS also requires that 
that email be used to create a beneficiary account for the second stage of the process. If possible, arrange 
for someone to assist any relatives or other beneficiaries that may have difficulties communicating by email 
or logging into an online account.

In general, accounts should not be shared among family members, unless USCIS makes a change in this 
specific context. Should your relative need help with the second stage of confirming their details, you should 
try to find someone who can be physically present with them and who can help them complete the steps. 
You should also monitor for any relevant changes that may be announced soon.

I want to sponsor a more distant relative—like a cousin, sister-in-law, or uncle—but that family 
relationship is not in the dropdown menu where it asks me to describe my relationship to the beneficiary. 
What should I enter? Can I still sponsor those relatives?
Yes, you can certainly act as a sponsor for more distant family members. Unfortunately, the drop-down 
menus on the forms do not encompass all potential relationships. You should select “other family member” 
and describe the nature of your relationship as additional evidence. 

https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine


FAQ
How long will it take for the beneficiary to be able to enter the US after I submit the I-134?
There is no official mechanism to check processing times for the Uniting for Ukraine process. Processing speeds 
could vary over time depending on volume and other factors. Thus far, we have seen USCIS act with 
unprecedented speed on these entirely online applications, with many applicants receiving approvals to travel 
within weeks of their supporters submitting the I-134 online through the Uniting for Ukraine portal. 

To ensure the process goes as rapidly as possible, we recommend that the supporter and beneficiary check 
their email frequently for all USCIS communications. Beneficiaries should create an account when USCIS invites 
them to and then complete the steps to request their authorization to travel from Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) through the portal. If approved, people will be notified that their travel is authorized and that 
they must arrange their travel, typically within 60 to 90 days of that approval. 

How will the beneficiary obtain work authorization after they arrive in the US? 
Beneficiaries must apply for and receive an Employment Authorization Document (EAD) using the I-765 form 
before they can legally work in the United States. Beneficiaries can only submit the I-765 once they are 
physically present in the US, and wait times for EAD processing can vary widely. For details on how to help 
Ukrainian parolees to apply for work authorization, please consult the Amazon EAD guide and its specific 
section on parolees.

What other options might be available to Ukrainian nationals to travel to the United States? What 
Ukrainians that are already here in the United States?
Ukrainians who are currently outside of the United States may be eligible for additional visas or processing 
paths depending on their individual circumstances. We recommend that you consult this US Department of 
State link for more information. Few routes are likely to be faster than Uniting for Ukraine at this time. 

Ukrainian nationals who are already in the United States may wish to consult Amazon’s resources on 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and asylum to see if they qualify for those pathways. 

What happens if my financial situation changes, and I can no longer support the beneficiary?
Submitting a I-134 obligates you to meet a beneficiary’s needs, so signing on as a supporter is a commitment 
that you must take seriously. USCIS requests ample financial documentation to make sure supporters have 
enough resources for this responsibility so that parolees will not be destitute or exploited. 

Parolees will initially depend on the people who sponsored them when they arrive, as they are not eligible for 
most public benefit programs. If supporters fail to provide for their needs and the parolees benefit from any US 
government-funded programs, the US government can seek reimbursement from their sponsor. The parolees 
could also face adverse immigration consequences, such as removal from the country. If you truly cannot meet 
your obligations as you promised, connect your beneficiary with a co-sponsor and/or another individual or 
trustworthy organization who can ensure the parolees’ needs are met.

Which Ukrainian beneficiaries are eligible for the process? 
Per this Department of Homeland Security link, beneficiaries are eligible if they resided in Ukraine immediately 
prior (until February 11, 2022) and were displaced due to Russia’s invasion and:
• Are a Ukrainian citizen with a valid Ukrainian passport (or 

are a child included on a parent’s passport), or are a non-
Ukrainian immediate family member of a Ukrainian 
citizen who is applying through Uniting for Ukraine;

• Have a supporter who filed a Form I-134 on their behalf 
that USCIS considers sufficient;

• Are traveling to the United States with their parent or 
legal guardian if they are under 18 years old.

• Complete vaccinations and other public health 
requirements, and;

• Clear screening and security checks.

https://assets.aboutamazon.com/4e/2d/ce6b954f460a9c1a6a3132674b3f/ead-guide.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/information-for-nationals-of-Ukraine.html
https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine


FAQ

Will there be delays in the Uniting for Ukraine process if there is an uptick in how many people apply?
We do not know this yet. Thus far, the Uniting for Ukraine process has been moving quickly despite it being 
a new process that is receiving a high volume of applications. It is extraordinary for any immigration 
applications to move this fast in the United States! 

Be advised that subsequent applications, such as I-765s filed for an EAD (work permit) and social security 
card or any other immigration benefit such as a family-based petition is likely to take significantly longer, 
often months or years. You can check USCIS processing times for other forms here.

Is United for Ukraine limited to the first 100,000 eligible beneficiaries who apply and are approved?
According to the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) , the 100,000 number is not a cap, though that 
may eventually change. At this time, the limiting factor is the number of eligible supporters willing to 
sponsor eligible Ukrainians. Consult the DHS Frequently Asked Questions for more details.

What if my beneficiary is unable to travel to the United States within the authorized 90-day period?
Every possible effort should be made to travel within the time period authorized. Failing to travel within the 
authorized time given will require the supporter and beneficiary to begin the entire Uniting for Ukraine 
process over again—starting with the I-134 online—to receive a new authorization.

Are all Uniting for Ukraine applications approved?
No. Applications may be rejected if a sponsor or beneficiary fails to meet the basic criteria and/or the 
supporters cannot prove they are financially able to provide for the beneficiaries that they seek to sponsor. 
The US government will be carefully monitoring for fraud and security risks throughout the process. 
Beneficiaries who have misrepresented themselves on prior applications or trips to the United States or 
who have criminal or other issues that prevent them from clearing vetting and security checks may receive 
denials on that basis. 

There is nothing to prevent you from trying again and submitting with additional evidence or additional 
sponsorship, though it is unclear how the US government might respond to repeat submissions. The Uniting 
for Ukraine process has few, if any, obvious ways for applicants to address any special circumstances or ask 
detailed questions on such matters. See “What to Expect after the I-134 is Filed” and “If the I-134 is 
insufficient” here. 

Who can I contact if I have a technical problem with my USCIS account, do not receive a confirmation 
number, etc.?
The USCIS contact page indicates that you can seek help for technical issues online. It is always a good idea 
to keep the backup code to your USCIS online account in a safe place to avoid being locked out.

I still have more questions. Where can I go for additional information?
Please visit the DHS and USCIS sites about Uniting for Ukraine for the most up-to-date information and 
answers to frequently asked questions. For additional questions or inquiries:

• Call the USCIS Contact Center at 1-800-375-5283 (TTY 800-767-1833). View this tip sheet on making 
phone communication with USCIS more effective.

• Chat with USCIS’ virtual assistant. Click the icon or type “Ask Emma” into the USCIS search bar. 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-765.pdf
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine
https://my.uscis.gov/account/v1/needhelp
https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine
https://www.uscis.gov/tools/meet-emma-our-virtual-assistant
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