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Purpose
This step-by-step guide is 

designed to help refugees and 
asylees to reunite with their 

spouse and/or unmarried 
children under the age of 21. 

This process, commonly called 
Follow-to-Join, requires the Form 

I-730, Refugee/Asylee Relative 
Petition. 

Most refugees and asylees
will be able to use this guide to 

1) understand the process and 2) 
prepare the forms and evidence 

required to apply for their 
qualifying family members 

without the help of an attorney. 
However, we also flag issues and 
circumstances that make seeking 

legal counsel advisable.



A Spouse 
Husband, wife, or same-sex partner

A Child 
Younger than 21 years old and unmarried

Who counts as a spouse?
A marriage is considered legitimate for US immigration if 1) it was 
valid in the place of celebration, 2) recognized in the United States, 
and 3) is not against public policy. Informal camp marriages and 
same-sex unions that could not be formalized due to another 
country’s restrictive laws are currently considered valid. 

However, proxy marriages (where a couple is not in the same 
location together for a marriage ceremony) and polygamous 
(person married to more than one spouse at a time) relationships 
are not usually recognized for this path. 
If you are not sure if your marriage qualifies, you should consult 
with an attorney to see if exceptions might apply. 

• To be eligible, a child must be unmarried and under 21 on the 
date USCIS received your asylum application or on the date 
USCIS conducted your initial refugee interview. 

• If your child has turned 21 and aged out since that date, the child 
will still be considered an eligible beneficiary of this petition.

• If your child is under 21, has previously been married, and is now 
divorced, that child can still be an eligible beneficiary.

• Children who meet the criteria for age and marital status can be 
the petitioner’s biological, adopted, or stepchildren who are 
related to them through marriage. 

For more on these terms, please see the glossary.

Overview and Petitioner Eligibility

A Form I-730 or Follow-to-Join (FTJ) petition is a family-based path for eligible refugees and asylees to bring certain 
immediate family members to join them in the United States. This application can help families reunite more quickly. 
(Some other paths require families to wait for the asylee or refugee to become a Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) or a US citizen.) 

Who Can File You For? 

Who Is Eligible to File an I-730 Form? You can apply for your immediate family members to follow-to-join if you:

• Were admitted to the United States as a refugee or were granted asylum status AND
• It was less than 2 years ago AND
• You were the primary applicant on your refugee or asylum application.

Key 
Words

Petitioner: The person making the 
request. In this case, the US-based 
refugee, asylee, or LPR who was a 
refugee or asylee. 

For more definitions, see the glossary.

Beneficiary: The person who would benefit from the 
request. In this case, a spouse or unmarried 
child under the age of 21 when the petitioner 
had a refugee interview or when USCIS 
received the petitioner’s asylum application. 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/memos/Revised_Guidance_on%20Informal_%28_Camp_%29_Marriages.pdf


Additional Eligibility Details

The qualifying relationship must have existed 
between you (the petitioner asylee or refugee) and your family member:

• On the date you were admitted as a refugee or were granted asylum
• On the date that the I-730 is filed 
• On the date that the I-730 is adjudicated or decided 
• On the date that travel documentation, if applicable, is issued to the beneficiary 
• On the date of the beneficiary’s admission to the United States 

Are there additional eligibility considerations for family members hoping to follow-to-join?

Yes. All Follow-to-Join Asylees and Refugees:

• Must prove their identity and qualifying family relationship through documentation or detailed testimony (if 
other evidence is not available).

• Must not be subject to the persecutor bar, which means they must show that they have not persecuted 
people because of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group.

• Must not be subject to any criminal or national security related bars or inadmissibility grounds. This means 
they have not committed drug-related offenses, participated in torture or terrorism-related activities, or 
crimes such as prostitution, among others.

Petitioner Beneficiary

Beneficiary relatives do not need to establish their own refugee or asylum claim to be eligible for following-to-join.

If you or the beneficiary find establishing eligibility difficult or if you have complex factors, 
we recommend that you consult an immigration attorney for help.



Required Documentation for the I-730 Petition

There is a broad range of documents that can or must be submitted with the I-730 petition to 
prove identity and qualifying family relationships between the petitioner and beneficiary. Any 
documents in a language other than English must be submitted with a certified English translation.

For the petitioner who is making the request:
• Copy of passport, if available
• Evidence of refugee or asylee status (I-94, refugee travel document, etc.)
• Form G-1145 for a USCIS text notification upon receipt 

For a beneficiary spouse: For a beneficiary child:
• Copy of passport or other identity document, if available

• Marriage certificate

• Spouse’s birth certificate

• If you or your spouse were previously married, include divorce or 
death certificates for any previous spouses

• Evidence of legal name change, if applicable

• Passport photo

• If in the United States, include a copy of the complete I-94 record

• Copy of passport or other identity document, if available

• Birth certificate

• Marriage certificate (if petitioner is the father and was/is married to 
the child’s mother)

• Evidence of any legal name changes, if applicable

• For an adopted child, certified copy of adoption decree and evidence 
you resided with the child for at least two years

• Passport photo

• If in the United States, include a copy of the child’s complete I-94 
record

  
  

passport

If a birth certificate is not available, you can provide a document from a religious institution where a religious rite 
occurred within two months of birth that indicates the child’s date of birth, the date of the ceremony, and the names 
of the parents. School documents and census records may also be used when no other evidence is available. If for 
any reason you do not have any other official evidence that proves a legitimate beneficiary relationship, you can 
submit affidavits (written signed statements) from individuals who have personal knowledge of your relationship to 
your spouse or child. Affidavits must be signed and should include the person’s full name, address, 
date and place of birth, and relationship to you, and provide details about the marriage or birth 
and how they acquired knowledge of the event. 

Do not submit original documents to USCIS! They may be lost 
or not be returned to you!

Instead, submit high-quality copies of your approval notice. 

What if documents 
are not available? 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/
https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/


Form I-730 | Refugee/Asylee Relative Petition

• To file for your qualifying immediate relatives to follow-to-join, you will need to complete and submit 
the Form I-730 to USCIS.

• USCIS regularly changes all of its forms, so it is important that you download the current version directly from 
USCIS’ website shortly before you make your filing. You can find the latest version here. 

• USCIS instructions are available at this link and may address questions that are beyond the scope of this guide.

• We strongly recommend you fill out this form on a computer to ensure everything is easy to read.

• If you have to print and complete the form by hand, please use blue or black ink and write neatly to 
make sure everything is legible. 

• If a question does not apply to you, write N/A for not applicable.

• If a question asks for a numerical value that doesn’t apply to you, write NONE.

• You should always make and keep a copy of all the materials you submit to USCIS before you file. 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-730
https://www.uscis.gov/i-730
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-730instr.pdf


Filling Out The Form I-730

Select Spouse (for 
your husband or wife) 
OR Unmarried Child. 

DO NOT Select both.

1

Make sure you are 
using the most 

recent version of 
the form, which 

can be downloaded 
from this USCIS 

website.

Select only 
one option.

For a child, select 
only one of the 

options on the right:

Enter your names 
exactly as they 
appear in your 

passport or another 
identity document.

If your name has 
been officially 

changed, include 
documentation of the 
official name change.

Enter your 
beneficiary’s names 

exactly as they 
appear in official 

documents.

Include official name 
change 

documentation, if 
applicable.

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-730.pdf


The mailing 
address in this 

section MUST be 
written in the 

language of the 
country where it is 

located.

Clearly mark 
whether the 

beneficiary is in the 
United States or 

outside the United 
States. 

Make sure to 
provide the city and 
country where the 

beneficiary will 
apply for travel 
authorization if 

s/he is outside of 
the United States.

2

Filling Out The Form I-730

Include all other names 
ever used, including 

alternative spellings of 
your name.

Skip if filing without 
an attorney



If the beneficiary has 
never been to the US, 

write N/A in this 
section. 

If the beneficiary has 
been to the US, the 
passport or travel 

document number 
needs to be the one 

that was used at time 
of last entry, even if it 
is currently expired.

Insert your I-94 
number, which can 

be found here: 
www.cbp.gov/i94

Alternatively, you 
may also have a 

physical I-94 in your 
passport.

3

Filling Out The Form I-730

Filing this petition 
outside of the 
year deadline?

You should consult an 
attorney for the best 
way to complete this 

section.

2

Please read the 
warning carefully.

http://www.cbp.gov/i94


If you prepared the Form I-730 
yourself without a preparer, 

leave item 2 blank.

If someone helped you 
complete this form, you can 

also select item 2 and include 
the preparer’s name in the 

box.

Read declaration and 
certification carefully. Then 

sign and date items 6.a. 
and 6.b. of the

application by hand with a 
blue or black pen.

Please Note:   
electronic 

signatures or typewritten 
names are not acceptable. 

Your application can be 
rejected or denied.

Filling Out The Form I-730

Select either 1.a. OR 
1.b.—not both. 

Make sure the 
language box is 

completed if you used 
an interpreter and that 

the interpreter read 
the form to you.

4

Be sure to include your 
daytime phone number 
and email address here.



5

Filling Out The Form I-730

ONLY Complete Part 6 if 
the beneficiary is BOTH:

• In the UNITED STATES

• 14 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER

If someone helped the 
beneficiary to complete this 

form, select item 2 and 
include the preparer’s name. 
In many cases, this may be 
the name of the petitioner.

Make sure the language box 
is completed if the 
beneficiary used an 

interpreter to understand 
the form. The beneficiary should read 

(or have the interpreter read) 
the declaration and 

certification. Then the 
beneficiary should sign and 
date items 6.a. and 6.b. of 

the application by hand with 
a blue or black pen.

Please Note:    
electronic signatures 

or typewritten names are not 
acceptable. Your application 
can be rejected or denied.

Be sure to include the best 
daytime phone number and 

email address for the 
beneficiary here. 

If abroad, they may be 
contacted to set up an 
interview, if required.



6

Be sure the bar 
code, version, and 
page numbers are 
visible and intact 

for all pages of the 
form!

Filling Out The Form I-730

If you completed this form 
without an interpreter’s 
help, skip this section.

Otherwise, the interpreter 
should complete all of Part 

7 and sign item 7.a. on 
page 6 by hand with a blue 

or black pen.



7

Filling Out The Form I-730

You did it!

SKIP Part 8 if you completed 
the application yourself.

This page only needs 
to be completed if 

someone helped you 
prepare this form.

• If your preparer 
and your 
interpreter are the 
same person, then 
the interpreter 
must complete 
both Part 7 and 
Part 8 of this form.

• If your preparer is 
an attorney or 
accredited 
representative, 
they will have to 
attach a Form G-28 
to this application.

Leave Part 9 
completely BLANK.

If you used a 
preparer, s/he must 
sign here by hand. 



Passport Photos

• Include one passport-size (2 inches by 2 inches).photo for each family member. 

• The photos must be recent (not older than six months).

• The background of the photos must be white or cream.

• The photo must show the full head from the top of the hair to the bottom of the 
chin.

• Center the head with the frame as shown.

• The beneficiary should face the camera with a neutral (non-smiling) expression.

• Print on photo paper if possible and cut to size (2 inches by 2 inches).

Scanning clear copies of documents with your phone

• Open the Notes App and select a note or create a new one. 

• Tap the Camera button, then tap Scan Documents.

• Place your document in view of the camera.

• If your device is in Auto mode, your document will automatically scan. If you need 
to manually capture a scan, tap the Shutter button or one of the Volume buttons. 

• Then drag the corners to adjust the scan to fit the page, then tap Keep Scan.

• Tap Save or add additional scans to the document.

Passport Photo + Scanning Instructions

Don’t forget to make a 
copy or scan of the whole 
application for own your 
records before you file. 



Translations 

• All documents in a foreign language must be accompanied by a certified English translation.

Do include high-quality color copies of the original with the certified translation into 
English on top.

Do not submit original documents to USCIS; a high-quality color scan of a document like 
your passport or a birth certificate is fine. 

• A professional translator is not necessary, but the translator must certify and sign that he or she 
knows both English and the foreign language well enough to provide a faithful, correct 
translation. 

• Translators can certify their translations by modifying the following language and inserting it at 
the end of the translated document along with their signature and the date of the translation:

• For example, the following signed statement would properly certify a document’s translation:

I, Maria Escobar-Padilla, am fluent in the English and Spanish languages. I have made the above translation 
from a copy of the original document “Venezuelan Birth Certificate of Juan Alvarez-Perez” in the Spanish 
language and hereby certify that it is a true and accurate translation to the best of my knowledge.

Date: May 7, 2021Maria Escobar-Padilla

I, [NAME], am fluent in the English and [INSERT LANGUAGE NAME] languages. I have made 
the above translation from a copy of the original document [“TITLE OR DESCRIPTION OF 

DOCUMENT”] in the [INSERT ORIGINAL LANGUAGE] language and hereby certify that it is a 
true and accurate translation to the best of my knowledge.



When Should I File?
We recommend filing as soon as possible after you receive a grant of asylum or you are admitted as a refugee. Prepare your FTJ filings 
before two years have passed since you became an asylee or refugee to timely file the application/s for qualifying beneficiaries.

Where Should I Send My Application/s?
• The filing location will depend on your state of residence in the United States. USCIS occasionally changes filing locations for different 

forms. For the most up-to-date filing address, please see the USCIS page and select the “Where to File” dropdown toward the 
bottom of the page.

• We recommend sending application/s with registered mail. Keep the receipt and tracking number for your records. 

Filing + Next Steps

What to Expect After Filing
Receipts and Tracking: If you include a G-1145, USCIS will text or e-mail the receipt number of the filing to the address you provided. A 
receipt notice will also be sent to you in the mail. Your receipt notice will indicate which USCIS service center is processing your filing. You can 
look up the expected processing times based on that location here and check the status of your individual case here.

Requests for Evidence: If your petition is missing any information USCIS needs to decide, USCIS may issue a rejection or send a request for 
evidence (RFE) or information (RFI) to allow you to complete the file. Be sure to respond to all parts of any RFEs as soon as possible to avoid 
further delays!

Interviews: Beneficiaries may or may not be required to complete an interview. US-based relatives may need to interview with an 
immigration officer.

Decisions, Decisions: You will be notified when there is a decision about your petition/s. If your petition/s are denied, please consult a 
qualified immigration attorney to explore other legal options, including filing a Form I-290B to reopen or reconsider. 

• If approved and beneficiaries are already in the United States, USCIS will mail an approval notice with next steps.

• If beneficiaries are overseas/outside the United States, USCIS will mail the approval notice and forward the case to         
the US embassy or consulate near the beneficiaries’ address on file. From there, they may complete an interview,             
medical exam, and other processing before receiving travel authorization to enter and reunite with the petitioner in         
the United States.

Use Form AR-11 to notify USCIS electronically of any address changes to ensure you receive notices, RFEs, and more.

Check that you have included all documents. Then make a copy for your records. 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-730
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.uscis.gov/i-290b


FAQ

I never married the mother of my children for whom I want to submit FTJ petitions. What can I do to establish I am their 
father? 

If you were never married, additional documentary requirements may apply. Consult with an attorney on how to proceed.

I got married after becoming a refugee/asylee. Can I still apply for my spouse to follow-to-join?

No, you must have been married at the time you received that status for your spouse to be eligible for the follow-to-join 
process. However, there may be other options available. Please consult an immigration attorney to explore other legal 
immigration paths for your spouse based on your circumstances. 

My wife was pregnant with our child when I received asylum/was admitted to the United States as a refugee. Does that 
count as a qualifying relationship for the required time period, even if my child was not yet born?

Yes, if you are petitioning for a child who was conceived but not yet born on the date you were granted asylum or were 
admitted as a refugee, the relationship will still be considered to have existed on appropriate dates.

My spouse and I were married, then separated as a couple, and are now back together. How does this affect our FTJ petition?

The qualifying family relationship (in this case a marriage) may lapse between the required dates, as long as it exists on each of 
those dates.

I am worried about other family members that are still in danger. How can I help relatives that do not qualify for the follow-
to-join like my parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, and children over the age of 21?

You may have additional options when you adjust your status or naturalize. An immigration attorney or qualified accredited 
representative could help you to identify potential options based on the circumstances of you and your relatives. 

What should I do if I don’t have all the documents USCIS wants to prove my relationship?

When documentary evidence is not available, include a statement explaining why such documents are not available. To show 
evidence of relationship, you can submit affidavits from individuals who have personal knowledge of your relationship to your
spouse or child or certain religious, school, or census records as described here.

I have moved. How do I update my address with USCIS?

It is essential that you keep the US government up-to-date on where you move to ensure you receive receipt notices, requests 
for evidence or information, approval/denial notices, and more. Notify the government as soon as you change your address. 
The form to change your address with USCIS is the Form AR-11, Alien’s Change of Address, which can be completed online.

https://www.uscis.gov/ar-11
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Tips on Finding Immigration Counsel

Licensed Attorney = Licensed Lawyer

The words lawyer and attorney refer to the same job. Only lawyers 
who have a valid bar license from a US state or territory should 
practice law. There are many kinds of law. For asylum or other 
complex immigration filings, you will most likely want an 
immigration attorney, a person who specializes in US immigration 
law. Immigration lawyers may be in private practice on their own or 
they may work at a law firm or another organization like a non-
profit or charity. 

Accredited Representative

The US Department of Justice authorizes certain 
non-profit legal service providers to employ 
accredited representatives. Accredited 
representatives are not attorneys but are 
qualified to represent immigrants. Click here for 
the list of all active recognized organizations 
and their accredited representatives. 

Where can I find immigration help? The following links are good starting points:

• The Executive Office of Immigration Review has a list of free and low-cost legal service providers that you can 
search by state. 

• Immigration Advocates Network has a directory of free or low-cost immigration legal services as well. 

• The American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) allows you to search for individual lawyers based on the 
type of help you need and language that the lawyer speaks. Lawyers on AILA’s Lawyer Search are AILA members 
and have a currently valid state bar license. 

Costs Vary.
• It is always a good idea to ask about the fees and any payment options in advance and agree to the price in writing.

• Some lawyers and organizations offer immigration legal services pro bono, meaning for free or at a low cost (often 
based on your income). 

Who can represent me?

A good legal representative can give you the best 
chance for a good result on your complex case.

We recommend having an attorney or accredited representative help you 
if you have factors that could complicate your case. The US government 
does not provide legal representatives, so you will need to find your own.

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognized-organizations-and-accredited-representatives-roster-state-and-city
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirectory/
https://ailalawyer.com/


Trusting Your Immigration Counsel 

This page offers some tips on how to avoid becoming a victim of immigration fraud and ensure that a legal 
representative is worthy of your trust. 

Check that the legal representative you are considering has the right credentials.
• Attorneys must be properly licensed to practice law. This means they will have a bar license or number from a 

state or territory.
• Because immigration laws are federal (and do not vary by state), immigration attorneys may be licensed to practice law in 

another state from the state where you live. You can ask the attorney to specify the states in which s/he is admitted.

• If you are represented by law students through a university law clinic, those students should be supervised by a fully 
licensed attorney who can practice law.

• All accredited representatives are listed here on the Department of Justice website.

• Check here to make sure your legal representative does not appear on the list of people disciplined for or 
banned from practicing immigration law. 

Other tips to protect yourself.
• Be sure you have copies of or access to all filings made for you. You have a right to this information and may 

need it in the future.

• Do not sign blank forms or documents. Counsel must allow you to review the completed forms and 
accompanying materials before signing. You will be personally responsible for the information they contain.

• Do not pay for forms. All forms are available for free on the USCIS website.

• If your representative asks you to include or say something you know is not true, do not do it! Find new 
counsel immediately because this person is not honest. Lies on immigration forms can have serious 
consequences for your immigration case, and explaining that your counsel told you to lie will not keep those 
consequences from happening. Please do not risk it.

For more information on seeking legal services, please visit the US government links here and here.

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognized-organizations-and-accredited-representatives-roster-state-and-city
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-of-currently-disciplined-practitioners
https://www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams/find-legal-services
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2011/06/22/UPILFlyer06222011.pdf


Additional Guidance if You Lack Documents 

We know that sometimes people will not have documents, especially if they may have fled their countries quickly or if 
records were damaged or lost due to disasters. Here we provide some alternative documentation ideas if you do not 
have documents from your home country.

• If a birth certificate is not available, you can provide a document from a religious institution where a religious rite 
occurred within two months of birth that indicates the child’s date of birth, the date of the ceremony, and the 
names of the parents. 

• School documents and census records may also be used when no other evidence is available. 

• Refugees can provide their transportation letter to show dates of entry. 

• If for any reason you do not have any other official evidence that proves a legitimate beneficiary relationship, you 
can submit affidavits (written signed statements) from individuals who have personal knowledge of your 
relationship to your spouse or child. Affidavits must be signed and should include the person’s full name, address, 
date and place of birth, and relationship to you, and provide details about the marriage or birth and how they 
acquired knowledge of the event. 



Glossary

Term Explanation
Adopted Child A child that a person has chosen to claim and parent as if s/he were the person’s biological child. There is typically a 

formal and documented legal arrangement such as an adoption decree. In the follow to join context, you must have 
lived with your adopted child for two years.

Beneficiary The beneficiary is the person who will benefit from the petitioner’s immigration request. In this case, a beneficiary 
must be the petitioner’s spouse or unmarried child under the age of 21.

Biological Child Biological means you are the child’s parent by blood. 

Bona Fide Marriage A married relationship that is legally valid and legitimate. 

Derivative A spouse or child included on the primary or principal applicant’s application for protection. This person’s depends 
on and derives from the principal applicant’s status. People who get their status through a relative cannot file an I-
730 for someone else. See also primary or principal applicant below.

Petitioner The person making a petition or request from the US government. In the case of an I-730 filing, the petitioner will be 
an asylee, refugee, or a lawful permanent resident who adjusted to this status from being an asylee or refugee 
who is seeking a benefit for qualifying relatives. 

Primary or Principal 
Applicant

This is the main person who applied for refugee or asylum protections. Only this person may file I-730s for additional 
relatives to follow to join.

Spouse A person married to another person; it is a gender-neutral way to refer to a husband or wife, including a married 
same sex partner

Stepchild Stepchild means the child is connected to you through marriage. Stepchildren are the children of your spouse who 
are not your biological children.
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